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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


FACTS    ABOUT    RICH  TON  HOMESTEADS 


Official  Name: 


Richton  Homesteads 


.o  cation: 


In  Perry  County,  southeast  Mississippi,  2.5  miles 
from  Richton. 


Number  of  Units: 
History  of  Project 


26 


Richton  Homesteads  were  started  by  the  Subsistence 
Homesteads  Division  of  the  Department  of  the 
Interior  on  December  15,  1933,  and  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Resettlement  Administration  by 
Executive  Order,  May  15,  1935.    The  project  is  now 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Farm  Security  Adminis- 
tration . 


purpose  of  Project:  The  project  was  initiated  to  resettle  26  carefully 

chosen  families  from  amon^  those  stranded  by  the 
curtailment  of  lumber  operations  in  the  area  and 
other  low-incor.e  groups.     Opportunities  for 
achieving  improved  living  standards  and  better 
housing  will  be  afforded  on  the  project.  The 
project  is  advantageously  located  to  markets  for 
farm  products  and  there  are  part-time  and  seasonal 
work  opportunities  in  the  area. 


Project  Description:  7,751  acres  of  cut-over  timber  land    were  in  the 

original  project  tract.    Only  2,000  acres  of  the 
choice  land  of  this  tract  will  be  utilized  in  the 
present  development.     Farms  will  average  92.25  acres. 
A  program  of  diversified  farming  will  be  followed, 
calling  for  the  production  of  sorgum,  sweet  potatoes, 
corn,  fruits,  and  vegetables.     Dairy  cows  and 
poultry  will  be  raised.     Gasoline  engines  will 
supply  water  from  individual  wells  and  each  unit 
will  have  a  septic  tank  for  the  disposal  of  sewage, 
project  roads  have  been  constructed  and  land 
clearing,  terracing,  and  landscaping  are  being  com- 
pleted . 

House  Description:  25  new  homes  have  been  built  and  one  existing  house 

was  remodelled.  Each  homestead  has  a  barn,  poultry 
house,  and  combination  tool  and  pump  house.  All 
houses  have  modern  plumbing  and  electric  wiring, 
although  connection  with  a  supply  of  current  has 
not  been  made.  Thirteen  of  the  houses  are  four- 
room  and  13  five-room. 


